APPENDIX II
(See page 150)

EARLY DAYS AT THE ARDEER FACTORY

(Special note by courtesy  of Imperial  Chemical Industries

Limited)

By the time Alfred Nobel came to Britain in search of capital,
the manufacture of nitroglycerine appears to have achieved
a very bad reputation in administrative circles. In the light of
j&fty years of experience, the marvel is that the reputation it bore
was not even worse, Nobel's " blasting oil" had been by that
time the cause of many disasters, including the destruction of a
ship which was conveying a cargo of it abroad. (Who amongst
present-day high explosives chemists would care to be responsible
for the shipment of such an N/G cargo from Germany to South
America ?) Nobel found in Scotland the support he required for
establishing the nitro-glycerine explosives industry in Britain,
Glasgow men putting up the capital of the first Company.

The site at Ardeer, chosen by Nobel himself, need not be
described here. It is sufficient to say that it has proved ideal for
the purpose, enjoying the advantages of wharfage for sea-going
vessels, and direct connection with two important railway systems,
Those special advantages were very much " in the future/' however,
at the time when, the plans of the Factory having been completed
under the supervision of Nobel and his friend Alarik Liedbeck, the
first brick of the Factory was laid in 1871, Associated closely with
the constructional work as engineer was Captain Tupman, who,
later, entered the service of the Company after the completion
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